EPISODES   OF  THE   GHEAT   WAR

Brialmont for the Belgian Government between the
years 1888 and 1892. Brialmonfs typical fort was
largely an underground structure. Mis ordinary
design was a low mound surrounded by a deep
ditch, the top of the mound hardly showing above
its margin. The mound was cased in concrete and
masonry, and roofed with concrete, covered with
earth and sods. The top was broken by circular
pits in which, working like pistons*, tho cfi cupolas,"
or gun-turrets, slid up and down, with just enough
movement to bring the gun muxzles above the level
of the ground. Internally tho imnmd was like a
gigantic molehill, hollowed out into passages and
chambers. The whole fort was like a low-freeboard
turret ship sunk in the ground, and it was fought
much as the barbettes of a battleship are fought in
action. The Liege defences consisted of six main
forts of the pentagonal type, and .six lower forts, or
fortins, triangular in shape. The forts made an
irregular circle around the city, the average distance
of each from the centre being about four miles. In
theory they formed a double lino of defence, so that
if one fell its neighbours to the left and right should
still be able to hold the enemy.

On 4th August the Belgian forces were still in
process of mobilization on the lino of tho river
Dyle covering Brussels and Antwerp. The church
bells were still ringing their summons at midnight,
and the dogs were being collected from the milk
carts to draw the mitrailleuses. The 3rd .Division
was rushed to Liege, and the civic guard of that city
took their stand by the side of the regulars. At full
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